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To whom it may concern,
 
As directed in the February 3, 2026, Market Notice (Subject:  M-A122325-04 Stakeholder
Feedback on a proposed Large Load Batch Study process framework), please see
attached SB Energy’s stakeholder comments on the Large Load Interconnection Batch
Study Draft Framework.
 
Please let us know if you have any issues opening the attached file.
 
Best regards,
 
Luisa

 

Luisa F. Elkins (She/Her)
Director and Regulatory Counsel
 

(650) 381-9936
luisa@sbenergy.com
3 Lagoon Dr., Suite 280 Redwood City, CA 94065
 

 

Confidentiality Statement: The information contained in this message and any attachments may be privileged
and/or confidential and protected from disclosure. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, you are
hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, or copy of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have
received this communication in error, please notify us immediately by replying to this message and deleting the
material from any computer.
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   ERCOT’s Proposed Batch Study Process for Interconnecting 
Large Loads  


  


Date February 5, 2026 


  


Submitter’s Information 


Name Luisa Elkins  
E-mail Address regulatory@sbenergy.com  
Company SB Energy 
Phone Number  


Market Segment Not applicable 
 


Comments 
 


SB Energy respectfully submits the following recommendations on ERCOT’s proposed large 
load Batch Study process:  
 


 
• ERCOT should clarify how interconnection agreement requirements in Planning 


Guide Section 9.5 can be satisfied in a scenario where the Transmission Service 
Provider (TSP) is a different entity from the Distribution Service Provider (DSP). 
Planning Guide Section 9.5 is currently unclear as to how a large load customer can 
satisfy the requirement to execute an interconnection agreement when the TSP 
conducting the LLI studies is a different entity from the DSP that provides retail delivery 
service. Due to this regulatory gap, affected loads with approved LLI studies have not 
been able to execute interconnection agreements that meet the Section 9.5 standard, and 
are now required to undergo restudy through the batch process. This creates the risk that 
such loads will receive a different MW allocation, potentially stranding investments 
already made based on the MW allocation under the approved studies. SB Energy asks 
ERCOT to clarify, as part of its good-cause exception request to the Commission, that a 
large load customer can satisfy the Section 9.5 interconnection agreement requirement by 
submitting a load confirmation letter from the DSP, in the event that the TSP and DSP 
are different entities. SB Energy further requests that ERCOT allow a large load customer 
with approved LLI studies to qualify as firm load in Batch Zero A if the customer 
provides a DSP load confirmation letter by March 2, 2026. A project that meets this 
requirement has demonstrated technical readiness and financial commitment, and it 
should not be excluded from Batch Zero A simply due to a regulatory gap in ERCOT’s 
current Planning Guide requirements.    
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• ERCOT should include projects in Batch Zero B if the project has (1) been in the 
queue for more than a year, (2) executed an interim facilities extension agreement 
with the TSP, and (3) signed significant commercial agreements (EPC, offtake, 
lease, etc.) and (4) posted significant security to show commitment to become a firm 
load. Under the current proposal, projects that have submitted steady state or stability 
studies to ERCOT by January 28, 2026, will qualify as Batch Zero B only if they have 
complied with 58481 “intermediate agreement” requirements before the start of Batch 
Zero B. As a result, this proposal excludes commercially advanced projects that have 
been in the queue for an extended period, executed interim agreements, and posted 
significant financial security but have not submitted the studies due to circumstances 
outside of their control. These projects are committed to become firm load, have incurred 
in significant expense, and have made extensive development progress and signed 
commercial agreements with the expectation that ERCOT would advance the 
interconnection process in a timely manner. Excluding these projects from the Batch Zero 
B category would cause significant delays that could be catastrophic for some projects. 
As part of the good-cause exemption request to the Commission, ERCOT must include 
projects that meet the advanced development criteria listed herein in Batch Zero B.  
 


• ERCOT should include projects with energization date on or before June 30th 2027 
in Batch Zero A (subject to assessment of load allocation) if (1) they have submitted 
a steady state OR a stability study and (2) have received approval for either of those 
studies before January 28th 2026.  ERCOT’s current proposal requires projects with 
energization date on or before June 30, 2027, to have completed and obtain approval of 
the steady study. However, some projects have obtained approval of their stability studies 
but have been waiting for ERCOT’s review of their steady state study for more than 120 
days. Those projects should be included in Batch Zero A subject to assessment of load 
allocation since the approval of their steady state studies has been delayed. Similarly, as 
ERCOT implements the Batch study process, it is vital that the studies pending approval 
are promptly processed to avoid further delays.   


 
These changes above would ensure that viable projects are not needlessly delayed. Projects that 
have made considerable progress and investments in the interconnection process should not be 
subject to delays that could jeopardize their financing and planned energization timelines.  
 






